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In addition to this Handbook, you have received an entire packet of related materials from us in order to prepare for the 
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it special challenges. Sometimes, being engaged can present all sorts of stresses and tensions in your relationship. ThatΩs 
because being engaged does not just describe yourselves but how you now relate to your families, your friends and your 
Church. Nonetheless, thank you for the witness of committed love you provide to the world as an engaged couple. May 
God bless you as you prepare for married life!  
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Preparing Your Catholic Wedding  
 

Congratulations on your engagement! This handbook has been written for couples like yourself, 
who have chosen to celebrate Marriage in the Catholic Church. As with many aspects of the day of 
your wedding, there are choices to be made, including the selection of readings and certain prayers 
for your ceremony. The Church encourages you to make these choices together.  
 
After the Procession  
To begin the celebration, the presider will lead us in prayer with the Sign of the Cross, a Welcome, 
andτif it is a Massτthe singing of the Glory to God. The Collect (Opening Prayer) concludes these 
opening rites. You Ωll find the options for this prayer on page 26; only one option needs to be  
selected. 
 
The Liturgy of the Word at Catholic Weddings  
Like all Catholic liturgies, the wedding ceremony, whether within Mass or outside of Mass, always 
includes a Liturgy of the Word, the set order of readings from Scripture. The readings for weddings 
express our belief in a loving God. The Liturgy of the Word at a Catholic wedding usually follows 
the same order as at Sunday Mass. The Scripture readings the Church provides as options for  
wedding ceremonies are included in this handbook:  
  
  Old Testament Reading (First Reading)  pages 15τ17 (B options) 
  Responsorial Psalm      page   18 (C options) 
  New Testament Reading (Second Reading) pages 18τ22  (D options)  
  Gospel      pages 23τ25 (E options) 
 
The Celebration of Matrimony  
In addition to the readings from Scripture, the Church encourages couples to select a few prayers for 
the Celebration of Matrimony itself (which takes place after the readings and the homily). These 
prayers and texts are provided in this handbook:  
 
  Questions before the Consent   page 26 (G options) 
  The Consent (Vows)    page 57 (H options) 
  The Blessing and Giving of Rings   page 28 (I options) 
  The Universal Prayer    page 29 (J options) 
   
The Liturgy of the Eucharist  
If your wedding takes place during a Mass, you are  encouraged to select a few prayers. The Liturgy 
of the Eucharist begins with the Presentation of the Gifts. These prayers and texts are provided in 
this handbook:  
 
  Prayer Over the Offerings    page 30 (K options) 
  Preface      page 30 (L options) 
  The Nuptial Blessing    page 31 (M options) 
  Prayer After Communion     page 32 (N options) 
  Blessing at the End of the Celebration  page 32 (O options) 

Music Setting for the Liturgy of the Eucharist  
At Divine Mercy Parish we use a variety of music styles throughout the year. The Director of  
Liturgy and Music will review this with you so that the musical setting used will best suite your 
preferences. 
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Did You Know?  
Pope John Paul II offers a major teaching  

regarding Christian marriage in his 1981  

apostolic exhortation entitled Familiaris  

Consortio (The Christian Family in the  

Modern World).  In it, he says:  

The future of humanity passes  

by way of the family.  

XƃĢƂƔĢŠƏřƯ !ƇŕĢĞ ÀƔĢƇƏńŧŠƇ 

Do we need to be registered members of  
Divine Mercy parish to be married at either 
church? 
No, you do not need to be a registered member 
of the parish, but we do hope that our couples 
are actively involved in a parish. Being married 
in the Catholic Church is a sacred bond, one that 
should not be taken lightly. Celebrating your 
faith weekly helps strengthen and grow your 
relationship with Christ and each other before 
and during marriage.  
 
What are the wedding fees? The fee is $1,300 for 
registered parishioners and $1,800 for non -
parishioners, and includes the following: paper-
work preparation and Preparation meetings 
with the pastor or presiding priest/deacon, and 
the Director of Liturgy and Music, Wedding  
Coordinator at your rehearsal and wedding day. 
An organist/pianist and cantor (singer), Altar 
Servers, Worship Aids, and Music planning.  
 
How far in advance should we schedule our 
wedding day? At least six months in advance of 
your requested wedding date.    
 
Can we have our own priest preside at our 
wedding? Divine Mercy Parish welcomes all 
members of the clergy who are in good standing 
with the Catholic Church to celebrate a wedding 
in our  parish. No extra fee is required for this, 
but we do ask for a letter from the Priest Ωs  
diocese stating they are in good standing with 
the Catholic Church. 
 
Are the churches handicap -accessible? Both 
 Sacred Heart Church and St. Philip the Apostle 
Church are handicap -accessible. Guests needing 
assistance can enter either Church through the 
doors located off of the parking lot.  
 
Can we do marriage prep with Divine Mercy if 
we are getting married in another state/parish? 
Yes, we are happy to meet with couples to help 
with preparing for their wedding day. We will  
provide you with paperwork and the Focus  
Inventory. While we do not have a fee for this 
service, we do ask that our marriage prep  
couples make a donation to the parish. 
 

When do we being our Liturgy and Music 
Planning? All liturgy and music planning is  
coordinated with Ron Vanasdlen, our Director 
of Liturgy & Music. You should contact Ron at 
least 10-12 weeks prior to your wedding date to 
begin the process. You can contact Ron through 
the parish office. 
 
If we want to use our own musicians and not 
Divine Mercy Ωs, is there a fee? Yes, a $250 fee  
applies. Our Director of Liturgy & Music will 
assist your musicians with logistics for set -up, 
use of the church organ/piano, audio and  
provide access to the parish music studio for the 
rehearsal. 
 
Can we hire additional musicians to play at 
our wedding? Yes, our Director of Liturgy & 
Music is well -connected with other talented  
musicians in the area who are familiar with 
playing in our churches. These additional  
musicians are considered vendors being hired 
by the couple and will need to be paid directly 
by you. Fees are coordinated directly with the 
outside musicians. 
 
Are the churches temperature controlled?  
Yes, both churches have air conditioning in the 
summer months, and heat during winter 
months. 
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First Steps  
Whether you are a life -long parishioner of either 
Sacred Heart Church or St. Philip the Apostle 
Church, or you are new to Divine Mercy Parish, 
these wonderful and exciting months of your 
engagement present an opportunity for you and 
your fiancé to celebrate each Sunday within the 
household of the faithful at Mass.  The weeks 
and months leading up to the wedding are a 
unique time for you and for us as we pray  
together.  
 

Seeing the Big Picture  
Married Christians share in the mystery of unity 
and fruitful love that exists between Christ and 
his Church. They help each other to attain  
holiness in their married life and in the rearing 
and education of their children. They have their 
own special gift among the people of God.  
 

Your life together arises from the irrevocable 
consent which each partner freely bestows on 
and accepts from the other.  
 

Christ raises this marital union between  
Christian spouses to the dignity of a sacrament 
so that it might more clearly recall and more 
easily reflect his own unbreakable union with 
his Church.  

Implications  
Some important implications flow from what we 
believe marriage is.  Those implications are:  
 
¶ Christian marriage is an ecclesial reality.  

ItΩs not something two people invent or live 
on their own.  Marriage is situated within the 
Church.  It is nurtured, supported and  
enriched by the whole People of God.  As 
you attend Sunday Mass together, praying 
with other committed Catholics, your marital 
relationship will grow, deepen and be won-
derfully expressive of the relationship Christ 
has with his spouse, the Church.  

 

¶ You have a special calling to build each  
other up in holiness.  
In the joys and challenges of daily life, God 
will send you the graces necessary to offer 
your lives as a spiritual sacrifice,  
witnessing to the love of God for his people 
in the Paschal Mystery.  

 

¶ Your marriage is a covenant relationship.  
Just as God enters a covenant with his  
people, so do a husband and wife enter a 
covenant with each other.  This means that 
your marital relationship cannot be reduced 
to that of a contract.  Contracts are narrowly 
defined, based on a specific quid pro quo: if I 
give you this, you in turn, will provide me 
with that.  

 
¶ Your relationship as husband and wife is 

expansive rather than narrow.  
In other words, marriage impacts all aspects 
and areas of life for a husband and wife.  No 
part of your lives is segmented away from 
the marriage relationship.  Every part of the 
day is jointly claimed in the covenant of  
marriage for you both.  By marriage you will 
each live through, with and in each other, 
every day, all your days.  
 

¶ Your covenant union as husband and wife 
is unbreakable.  
It endures all the days of your life. There is 
no άshelf life έ of Christian marriage. You  
always owe each other fidelity  
because a marriage that is entered freely and 
validly continues until one of the partners 
dies.  

 
¶ Your marriage takes work.  

Each day has its own demands, many of 
them competing. But no matter what pulls 
and pushes there are on your marital  
relationship, the bedrock that grounds the 
two of you as husband and wife consists of 
the undivided affection you show to each 
other.  
 

¶ When children enter the picture, they bring 
their own special joy and happiness to your 
relationship .  
Children also bring a unique push and pull 
on your marital union. But when mothers 
and fathers recognize in their  
children the heart of who they are as a  
couple, the marital covenant takes on a 
whole new character, one that is  
lifegiving, affirming and participating in the 
creative possibilities of God for this world.  
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Booking a Date  
When you call the parish office to book a date, 
you will probably first speak to our administra-
tive assistant to fill out an application form.  
They will take down some basic information and 
forward your application to one of the priests or 
deacons.  
 

At this point the date for the wedding is  
tentative.  
The priest or deacon must review the applica-
tion.  If everything is in order and the priest or 
deacon is available to preside at the wedding, 
you will then be contacted so we can confirm 
that the wedding date has been set into the  
parish schedule.  
 
Please do not print invitations or make a final 
reservation for the reception hall until your  
application has been reviewed and your date has 
been confirmed and set into our parish schedule.   
 

If circumstances change and you subsequently 
decide not to be married at either Sacred Heart 
Church or St. Philip the Apostle Church please 
notify the office so that the date and time can be 
made available to others. There may be cancella-
tions fees for any hired musician. 
 

Time Schedule Weddings are ordinarily  
celebrated on Saturdays at 11 a.m., 1 p.m., 2 
p.m., or 3 p.m. Because there is a Saturday 5 p.m. 
Mass at Sacred Heart Church, weddings cannot 
be celebrated later than 3 p.m.  
 

Church Requirements  
Christian marriage is an ecclesial reality, a 
Church reality.  It is not something any one of us 
invents.  It is a gift, a sacrament given by God to 
GodΩs people.  As such, the Church has  
developed a rich tradition that surrounds and 
supports marriage.  
 

For this reason certain requirements have 
evolved, such as:  
 

You will be talking with the priest or deacon 
who will preside at the wedding.  Schedule an 
appointment with him as soon as possible. 
 

Both of you will need to secure baptismal  
documents. 
 

For a couple where both are baptized  
Roman Catholic.  You must each produce 
current (issued within the last six months) 
baptismal certificates from the parish where 

you were baptized.  
 

For a couple where one is a baptized  
Roman Catholic and one is baptized in a 
Christian ecclesial community.  The Catholic 
must produce a current baptismal certificate 
from the parish where you were baptized.  
The baptized non -Catholic party must  
provide a document from their place of  
Baptism, either a letter or certificate. 
 

For a couple where one is a baptized  
Roman Catholic and one is not baptized.  
The Catholic must produce a current  
baptismal certificate from the parish where 
you were baptized as well as two  
affidavits.  (See the following page for more 
details.)  The one who is not baptized must 
have older family members complete two 
affidavits attesting to your non -Baptism.  Af-
fidavits can be filled out, by  
appointment, with any priest or deacon in a 
Catholic parish and forwarded here.  

 

Interfaith marriages and special situations will 
require additional paperwork. The priest or  
deacon who meets with you will advise you if 
this is necessary. 
 

FOCCUS  
All couples must complete the FOCCUS  
instrument.  FOCCUS stands for Facilitating 
Open Couple Communication, Understanding 
and Study.  This is a tool to help you communi-
cate openly about many things that are im-
portant to your relationship.  It is not a test or a 
way to predict the future.  It is designed to help 
you target the topics you need and want to talk 
about as a couple. 
 

Contact the parish office to sign up to take 
FOCCUS.  (847) 446-0856. 
 

After you Ωve both completed the FOCCUS 
documents, you will schedule a second 
meeting with Liz McGowen (x 108) to review 
your results.  

 

All engaged couples who are being married in 
the Catholic Church are required by the  
Archdiocese of Chicago to undergo a formal 
program of marriage preparation.  Once you 
have decided which FOCCUS session you will 
attend, you can also sign up for the marriage 
preparation program.  
 

The priest or deacon who presides at the 
wedding may himself lead you through a 
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marriage preparation program tailored to 
your needs. 
 

Instead, if you wish or need to, you may at-
tend the Archdiocesan Pre -Cana or Special 
Pre-Cana programs. 
 

To Assist You  
Couples meet with the Director of  
Liturgy and Music, to prepare the details of 
the wedding liturgy.  He will assist you in 
finalizing all of those details.  
 

Use this Handbook to select the prayer and 
scripture texts for the wedding liturgy.  

 

Complete a Master Wedding Worksheet and 
return it to him.  
 

The parish Mass Booklet (worship aid) is 
prepared for your special day. You do not 
need to print a άprogramέ for the liturgy.  
 

A Parish Wedding Facilitator will guide the 
wedding party through the rehearsal. Make 
sure that all members of the wedding party 
arrive early for the rehearsal. 

 

Visting Clergy  
Catholic priests or deacons who are not assigned 
to Divine Mercy may certainly preside at the 
wedding. In accordance with Archdiocesan  
policy, priests or deacons from outside the  
Archdiocese of Chicago must provide a letter of 
good standing from their superior. In situations 
of mixed religions, the non -Catholic clergy are 
welcomed to attend the liturgy in a place of  
honor. You must notify us in advance if you 
wish to have a priest or deacon from outside the  
Archdiocese of Chicago preside at the wedding, 
in order for us to secure a letter of permission 
from his superior.  
 

Permissions 
If the bride belongs to a Catholic parish other 
than Divine  Mercy, she must obtain a letter 
from the pastor of that parish granting  
permission to marry at Divine Mercy. (Or if the 
bride is not Catholic and the groom  
belongs to a Catholic parish other than Divine 
Mercy, the groom would need to obtain a letter 
from his pastor granting permission for the  
wedding to be held here.) 
 

Professional photographers and  
videographers are to meet with the parish  
wedding coordinator when the arrive at the 
church to discuss where they may set up and 

move around the church during the liturgy. Our 
sound system does not allow for a direct feed 
for videography.  
 

Servers Two servers will be provided as  
available. If you have special requests for  
servers, please let us know well in advance. A 
customary stipend is $10 for each.  
 

Taking Pictures Photographers and videogra-
phers are permitted before, during and after the 
liturgy, but will be asked to adhere to parish 
guidelines, as directed by the Wedding Facilita-
tor. Flash is restricted to procession in and out of 
church. There should be a minimum of  
movement by photographers, so that they do 
not become a distraction. They may not enter 
the sanctuary (the raised tile and marble floor 
areas) or the area between the first pew and the 
sanctuary, including the area where the chairs 
are placed. Videotaping is permitted, but only 
with stationary stands/tripods. The camera 
stands are to be located on the main floor of the 
church in either the east or west aisles or in the 
choir loft. No floodlights are permitted. After 
the wedding, you have a limited amount of time 
for photos, so please arrange with the photogra-
pher what pictures you want and who will be in 
them. Everyone will need to return to the  
worship space in church immediately so that 
pictures will be finished in the allotted time.  
 

Facilities  Brides arrive dressed for the liturgy. 
The Fireplace Room in the Divine Mercy parish 
offices (connected to Sacred Heart Church) is 
generally available for the bride and  
bridesmaids. The offices also have a small  
bathroom and mirror. Likewise, the John Paul II 
Room at St. Philip the Apostle church is  
generally available.  
 

Afterwards  Take Your Belongings After the 
wedding celebration, designate someone who 
will be responsible for collecting and taking 
home the extra worship booklets, unused  
corsages, boutonnieres, as well as special  
decorations, and any other personal items. The 
Wedding Facilitator will help them.  
 
 

Proper Decorum The church is the house of 
God and a place of public worship. Use of  
alcohol, other beverages, food, and smoking 
are not permitted in the parish offices, the  
narthex (gathering space), lobby, church or the 
sacristy. 
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Did You Know?  
 
Pope Benedict XVI addressed families who were 
meeting in Valencia, Spain in 2006, saying:  
 
Human beings were created in the image and likeness 
of God for love, and that complete human fulfillment 
only comes about when we make a sincere gift of our-
selves to others.  The family is the privileged setting 
where every person learns to give and receive love.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Saint PaulΩs Advice to Christian Spouses     
At Ephesians 5:25 -32 must be interpreted in 
light of his own day.  It was a male -dominated 
society.  Everyone took for granted that wives 
would be άsubordinateέ to their husbands.  
What is unusually radical and counter -cultural 
in PaulΩs advice is for husbands to άlove their 
wives as their own bodies.έ  

travel to Haiti to provide assistance to this vital 
mission. 
 

Father Paul Foundation  
Supports the ministry of a Jesuit priest who 
served for several years here at Sacred Heart 
and who now works in his native Sri Lanka,  
assisting widows, orphans and victims of  
prolonged civil war and the tsunami.  

Church Offering and Ministry Donation  

The standard offering for active parishioners 
(those who contribute time, treasure, and talent) 
is $1,300. For inactive or non -parishioners, the 
standard offering is $1,800. Your Church  
offering should be dropped off at the Divine 
Mercy parish office (1077 Tower Road,  
Winnetka) at least one month before the  
wedding.  
 

To that end, the following items are covered by 
your offering:  
 

¶ FOCCUS 
¶ parish accompanist 
¶ wedding consultation with  
  the Director of Music  
¶ parish cantor 
¶ wedding worship aids (Mass Booklet)  
¶ administrative costs 
¶ church donation  

 

About a Ministry Gift  
In lieu of a wedding favor, many couples have 
chosen to make a donation to a charity in honor 
of their guests and as a celebration of their  
witness to Christian marriage and the apostolic 
outreach to which all believers are called. We 
invite you to consider making a donation to our 
parish outreach, such as: 
 

The Sarto Fund 
PastorΩs discretionary fund used to help those 
most in need within our parish.  
 

St. Moses the Black Sharing Committee  
Organizes efforts to assist our sharing parish, 
located in Chicago. St Moses the Black runs a 
food pantry. Divine Mercy parishioners are  
involved in tutoring in their grade school.  
 

St. Benedict the Afrikan  
Another sharing parish located in Chicago.  
 

A Just Harvest Community Soup Kitchen  
Volunteers from Sacred Heart help to cook and 
help serve dinners at this Rogers Park kitchen, 
which serves meals 365 days a year. 
 

Haiti Ministry  
Identifies and implements ways to support our 
twin parish and school, St. Jean Baptiste, in  
Sassier, Haiti. Volunteers from Sacred Heart 

About the Church Offering  
Catholics understand that one aspect of discipleship is good stewardship, the responsible sharing of 
gifts given to us by the Lord. This includes supporting the mission and ministry of the Church.  


